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ᐁᑭᔐᐊᐧᑎᓯᐨ.
ᐁᑯᓭᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑲᑫᐧ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐅᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ.
ᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᐃᐧᐣ
ᐅᑕᔭᓇᐊᐧ.
ᔑᐯᐣᑕᒧᐠ. ᐊᒥ ᐊᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᐣᑕ ᐅᑎᑭᑐᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑎᑭᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ & ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᓂᐨ —
ᑲᐅᒋ ᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓯᒪᑲᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᑲᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᒧᐊᐧᐨ, ᒪᒪᐤ
ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ, ᑲᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᐠ “ᑲᑭ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ
ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ.”
ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᓂ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᐃᒪ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ,
ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓇᒪᐠ
ᓂᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑎᐸᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐁᐱᒋᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᔑ ᐊᐧᑲᐃᐧᓄᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᑎᓂ ᐱᑯ
ᐁᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ.
ᐃᒪ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ, ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ ᑲᐯ ᐃᒪ ᐊᔭᐊᐧᐠ
ᐱᑯ ᐊᓀᓇᑲᓀᓯᐊᐧᐨ – ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑕᓇᓄᑭᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐅᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑫᐠ, ᐅᑯᒧᒪᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐅᒥᔓᒥᒪᐠ, ᐅᑯᒥᓯᒪᐠ, ᒥᓇ
ᐅᑐᓯᓯᒪᐠ. ᐊᑕᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐁᑕᓇᓄᑭᐊᐧᐨ, ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ,
ᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ ᑲᔦ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐯᔑᑯᐊᐧᐠ. ᑫᑲᐟ ᓇᔑᓀ, ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐊᐧᐠ.
ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐁᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ.
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑲᐊᑲᓭᐣᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᒥᔕ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ
ᑲᑲᓄᑫᐨ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᓯᓂᐨ, ᑲᐃᔑ ᓂᐸᐨ, ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒥᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᐁᐱᓯᐣᑕᑯᐨ. ᐃᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ ᑲᐃᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᐁᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᒪ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᒪᑎᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ,
ᒥᓇ ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ ᐱᑯ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐡ,
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ
ᑫᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᑭᑭᓄᐡᑲᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᐧᔭᐠ
ᒋᔑᓇᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᑐᐱᑭᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ, ᒋᓴᑭᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᒋᓂᓯᑎᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ.
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᐅᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ
ᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑲᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᓂᒥᐦᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐅᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐊᐣᑎ ᑫᑭᔑ ᒥᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑭ ᐅᒋ ᒥᓄᔭᐊᐧᐨ. ᐱᑯ ᐊᓀᑯᓭᐊᐧᐨ,

1

Caring. Accommodating. Loving. Understanding.
Patient. These are just a handful of words the
staff at Tikinagan Child & Family Services use to
describe Foster Parents — the backbone to the
agency’s work and service model, Mamow Obikiahwahsoowin, which means “everyone working
together to raise our children.”
Foster Parents play an important role in the lives
of our children and youth, and they are essential
to successfully delivering our services. The invest
the time, effort, and energy they selflessly give to
raising our children.
At Tikinagan, Foster Parents are everyday people
who come from all walks of life – homemakers,
band councilors, grandparents, uncles, and
aunties. They work at the community store, the
nursing station, the school. Foster Parents can
be married or single. Often, they have their own
children.
But the key requirement is their willingness to
help a child.
It’s often the simple things that the children
remember, such as a meal, a place to sleep, or
just a listening ear. It’s about doing life with
them. And like any child or youth, foster children
need stability, guidance, structure, love and
understanding.
Tikinagan provides support and services for
families who are experiencing difficulties and
works to help these families find resources to heal.
Whenever possible, they work to keep children
and families together, and to help parents care
for their children.
We believe the answer lies within the communities,
and we are committed to keeping our children
within their communities, but to make this
happen, we need the help of individuals and
couples who have a desire to make a difference.
We need Indigenous Foster Families who want
to help raise children while assisting them in
maintaining their connections to their family,
culture, and community.
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ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐊᐊᐧᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒋᒥᓯᐁᐧᓯᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᓂᑭᐦᐃᑯᒪᐣ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ
ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐊᐧᐣ.
ᐊᒥ ᐁᔑ ᑌᐯᐧᑕᒪᐣᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᐊᔭᒪᑲᑭᐣ
ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᓂᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᒥᐣ ᐃᒪ ᒋᔑ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᑲᔓᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ,
ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᑭ ᐃᓯᓭᐠ. ᓂᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᓂᒪᒥᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᓂᔓᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᓀᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᑭ ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐊᐧᐨ.
ᓂᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᓂᒪᒥᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐠ
ᑲᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᑕᑯ ᑲᔦ
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ ᒋᐊᐧᓂᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐅᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓇᐯᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ, ᒥᓇ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.

Tikinagan has a Residential Services Unit focused
on developing a range of foster care options
for children and youth who need to come into
Tikinagan care. This unit offers programs and
services to Foster Parents to assist them in
providing the best possible environment for
children.
Tikinagan provides Foster Parents with orientation
on the role of a Tikinagan Foster Parent, ongoing
training and education, emergency support and
crisis intervention 24 hours a day, and respite
care options. As well, financial reimbursement by
a daily rate for regular food and accommodation
expenses, as well as allowances for special
expenses such as clothing, school recreation and
health care.

ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᑕᔭᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᓇᓇᐣᑐᐠ ᑲᐊᐱᑕᑌᐠ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧ
ᐅᐸᒥᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ
ᑲᐱᐣᑎᑫᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ. ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᔭᓇᐊᐧ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ.
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᐸᑭᑎᓇᓇᐊᐧ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᓀᔑ
ᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐠ
ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐁᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᐸᐸᔑᓭᐠ
ᐊᓱᐡᑲᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᒋᔑᓭᐠ ᑫᑯᐣ 24
ᑎᐸᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᑲᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑲᐅᒋ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐊᓀᐧᔑᓂᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ
ᑲᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ. ᐊᔑᐨ ᑲᔦ, ᑲᑭᐁᐧ
ᑎᐸᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᔑ ᒣᑎᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ
ᐯᔑᑯᑭᔑᑲ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓇᑲᓄᐨ ᒥᒋᒥᔓᓂᔭ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐯᔑᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ, ᑕᑯ ᑲᔦ ᑯᑕᐠ
ᔓᓂᔭ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓇᑲᓄᐨ ᑐᑲᐣ ᑲᔑ ᐊᐸᑎᓯᐨ
ᑭᐡᑲᒋᑲᓂᐠ, ᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐃᐧ ᑐᑕᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᒥᓄᔭᐃᐧ ᐸᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
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ᒥᔑᐣ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑯᓇᐣ 5,
10, ᑲᔦ 15 ᑕᓱᐱᐳᐣ. ᒥᔑᐣ ᑭᑕ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑯᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ
ᑲᑲᓇᐧᐁᓂᒪᐊᐧᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐅᒋ ᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ. ᐊᒥᐱᑯ ᐁᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᑭᑎᐊᐧᐨ.
ᑭᔕᔑᐣᑭᒥᐣ
ᒋᐊᔭᒥᑐᔭᐣ
ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᑫᐊᓂ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᒋᑭ ᐅᒋ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒪᐣ ᐊᓀᓯᓭᐠ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑲᐃᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᓂᐃᐧᐣ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ.
ᒥᐡᑕᐦᐃ ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐊᐧᐠ. ᑫᑭᐣ ᑲᑭ ᑲᐡᑭᑐᐣ. ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐣ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑕᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᐁᑲ ᒋᐊᐧᓂᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐅᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ, ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ, ᒥᓇ
ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.

ᑌᕑᒪ ᒪᐧᕑᐃᐡ
ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ

Many of our Foster Parents have been with us
for 5, 10, even 15 years. Many of them will tell
you they foster because they want to make a
difference. And they do.
I encourage you to read the following pages to
learn more about the Foster Parenting experience
with Tikinagan from the perspectives of four
foster families. They are making a difference.
And so can you. Help foster connection in your
community today to help keep children and
youth connected to their family, culture, and
community.

Thelma Morris

Executive Director

Serenity
Kashuba

Thunder Bay, ON
ᐊᒋᓇ ᐁᔦᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᐸᐣ ᑲᑭ ᒪᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐃᒪ
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᓯᕑᐃᓂᑎ ᑲᔓᐸ
ᑫᑯᓂ ᐅᑭ ᓇᑭᐡᑲᐣ.

Just a few months into her new role as a Foster
Parent with Tikinagan Child and Family Services,
Serenity Kashuba was thrown a curve ball.

ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐱᒥᐡᑲᒪᑲᐠ ᑭᒋ ᐊᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᒪᒋᐡᑲᒪᑲᐠ ᑭᒋ
ᐊᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᓀᐣᑲᐱᐦᐊᓄᐣᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ — ᐁᑲ
ᐊᐸᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᐁᑭ ᑭᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐅᒋ
ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᒋ ᑲᑭᐸᑯᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓇᐣ.

The pandemic was riding another wave of high
cases across Northwestern Ontario — preventing
children from returning to their communities
and families due to lockdowns in several First
Nations.

ᐊᒋᓇ ᐁᑕ ᐁᑭ ᐃᓀᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᒋᐊᔭᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᔓᐸ ᒥᓇ
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᑲᓇᐣ, ᑫᓫᐃ, ᐊᒥᐱᑯ ᑲᑭᔑ ᐱᒥ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓇᐯᓴᐣ
ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᓄᒪᑫ.

Planned to stay just a few weeks, Kashuba and
her husband, Kelly, continued caring for a sevenyear-old boy longer than expected.

“ᓂᑭ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒥᐣ ᐁᑭ ᐊᓂᒣᐣᑕᐠ ᒋᒪᒐᐨ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᔓᐸ. “ᐁᑭ
ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑯᔭᐣᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᐡᑕᑦ ᐁᑭ ᐃᓀᐣᑕᐣᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᐁᑭ
ᒥᓄᑕᐱᓂᑯᐨ. ᔕᑯᐨ ᓂᑭᑫᐣᑕᒥᐣ ᐊᔕ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᔦ ᐊᔕ ᐁᑭ ᑭᐁᐧᐨ. ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᒥᓀᐣᑕᒥᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᑲ
ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᓂᑫᐣᑕᐊᐧᔭᐣᐠ.”

“I know it was really hard for him to leave,”
explained Kashuba. “He told us it was the first
time he really belonged somewhere. But I know
he’s in a really good place now and he’s home.
We’re really happy about that and he’s one I’ll
never forget.”
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ᓯᕑᐃᓂᑎ ᑲᔓᐸ
ᑕᐣᑕᕑ ᐯ, ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ

ᐃᐁᐧ
ᑲᔑ
ᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑎᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᔑ ᑲᑫᐧ ᑌᐱᓂᑲᑌᐠ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᑭ ᑭᐁᐧᐡᑲᐨ ᑲᐅᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ, ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᐃᓯᓭ ᐊᐁᐧ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐁᐊᓂᒥᐃᐧᑐᐨ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑲᑭᐁᐧᓂᐨ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐊᓂᒥᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᔕᑯᐨ ᑲᔦ ᐁᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᔓᐸ.
“ᐁᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᒧᑕᒪᐊᐧᑕᐧ ᒋᑭᐁᐧᐡᑲᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐅᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ
ᑲᔦ ᐁᒋᓀᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ. ᒥᔕ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᔑ ᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒪᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ
ᑲᐃᐧᔑ ᑲᑫᐧ ᑲᐡᑭᒋᑲᑌᐠ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ ᑲᔦ, ᐁᑭᑫᐣᑕᒪᐣᐠ …ᐁᑲ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᐸᒪᔭᐣᐠ.

ᑭᒋᑕᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐧᐁᐧᐃ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ
ᑲᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ, ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ, ᑲᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᐠ “ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᔭᐠ ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ.”
“ᑲᑭᓇ ᐱᑯ ᐃᒪ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᒪᒪᐃᐧᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᒥᔕ
ᐁᑕ ᑫᑭ ᐃᓯᓭᐠ. ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᓂᒪᑲᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐊᐧᐨ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᑲᔦ ᐁᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᐁᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐃᐧᐨ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ – ᐅᒪᒪᒥᒪ ᒥᓇ
ᐅᑕᑕᒥᒪ, ᒥᓇ ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓂᒪᐠ ᑲᔦ– ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐅᒋ ᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐸᒥᐦᐊᔭᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ.”

“ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᑭᑫᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᐅᒪ ᑫᐊᔭᐊᐧᔭᐣᐠ. ᐃᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ
ᐁᑕ ᐁᔑ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᒪᐣᐠ ᑭᔑᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ,
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᒧᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒪᑌᐠ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᓂᒪᑲᐧ
ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᒋ. ᐊᒥ ᐁᐃᓀᐣᑕᒪᐣᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐊᐧᐨ,
ᑲᐱᐣᑎᑫᓭᐊᐧᐨ.”

“

ᔕᑯᐨ ᑲᔦ ᐁᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᐁᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐃᐧᐨ
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
– ᐅᒪᒪᒥᒪ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑕᑕᒥᒪ,
ᒥᓇ ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓂᒪᐠ ᑲᔦ–
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐅᒋ ᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ.

ᐁᑭ ᐅᑕᐱᓇᑲᓄᐨ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐅᐡᑭ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧᐨ, ᑲᔓᐸ, ᓄᑯᑦ 45
ᐁᐣᑕᓱᐱᐳᓀᐨ, ᐅᑭᑫᐣᑕᐣ ᑫᒋᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᓀᓯᓭᓂᐣᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒥᑯᐨ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᐅᒪᒪᒥᑲᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐊᓂᐡ
ᐅᒪᒪᒥᑲᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐁᑭ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᓂᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 25
ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧᐣ. ᒥᔑᓄᐊᐦᑭ ᑭᐱᒥᐡᑲᓂᐠ, ᐅᑭ
ᐊᐧᐸᒪᐣ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᐁᐱᐣᑎᑫᓂᐨ
ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭ ᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᐣᐠ ᐅᒪᒪᒥᑲᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᔑ
ᐊᓂ ᐱᒋᓂᐡᑲᓂᐨ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᑭ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᐣ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐱᑐᑕᒧᓂᐨ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᓄᑯᑦ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋ
ᐊᓄᑭᒪᑲᓂᐠ ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭ ᒪᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐨ
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᓯᑲᐧᐠ, ᑲᔓᐸ ᔕᐊᔕ ᓴᐣᑲᓱ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᐅᐱᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐣ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑐᐣᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᓇᐣ ᐁᔑ ᓂᔑᔭᐣᐠ,” ᑲᔓᐸ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᐁᐧ
ᐁᐊᓂᒧᑕᐣᐠ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ.
ᐁᐅᒋ
ᐊᓴᐧᐸᐣᒋᑫᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐃᒪ
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᒋᓀᐣᑕᐠ ᑲᔓᐸ. ᐃᐁᐧᓂ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐅᑎᔑ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐯᔑᐣ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐅᒪ
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ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ ᐅᓇᓇᑯᒥᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᐱᓯᑦ, ᑲᔓᐸ, ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ 370
ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐠ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
30 ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑕᐃᐧᓂᐠ,
ᓇᓇᑯᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔑ
ᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ.
ᐅᑭ
ᐅᒋ
ᐊᓂᒧᒥᑯᐣ
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐣ ᑲᔑ ᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓯᐨ ᑲᔑ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ.

”

“ᓂᑭ ᑐᑭᐡᑲᑯᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᔓᐸ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭ ᐅᒋ ᓇᓇᑯᒧᐨ. “ᐊᒥ ᐁᐃᓀᐣᑕᒪᐣ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋ ᐊᓂᑭᔭᐣ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᑫᐧ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᑲᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᓂᑐᐣᒋᓀᐣᑕᓯᐣ ᒋᐃᓯᓭᐠ. ᓂᑭ ᐅᒋ ᐅᐣᒋᑲᐊᐧᑊ, ᑲᔦ.”
ᓇᑕᓫᔭ ᐳᐧᐣᑌᓫᐅ ᐅᓫᐯᕑᐊ, ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧ ᐸᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧ
ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᐣ, ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᔓᐸ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᑲᓇᐧᐁᓂᒪᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ ᐱᑯ ᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐣ ᐁᐃᓀᓂᒪᒋᐣ.
“ᓇᑲᐧᓂ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋᓀᓂᒪᒋᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐱᐣᑎᑫᓂᐨ
ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐳᐧᐣᑌᓫᐅ ᐅᕑᐯᕑᐊ. “ᐁᓇᑯᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑭᔐᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ, ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐁᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᒋᐣ.”
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑐᑭᐡᑲᑯᐣ ᑲᔓᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐨ, ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐧᐁᓂᒪᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ ᐁᓴᑭᐦᐃᑯᐨ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᑲᑲᓇᐧᐁᓂᒪᐨ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᕑᕑᐅᓫ ᐦᐁᓫᑕᐣ, ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᐣ.

Serenity Kashuba
Thunder Bay, ON

The relationships Foster Parents build with
children who come into their home is special.
And while the goal is to see children reunite with
their families, it is often the Foster Parents who
have the hardest time with children returning
home.

“It comes down to the family unit as a whole.
I do this work because I want to see not only
the children thriving, but to be able to watch
everybody come together to help the families –
mom and dad, and extended families as well – is
really rewarding.”

“It’s very bittersweet,” explained Kashuba. “You
get really excited for them to go back to their
families, and they get excited as well. It’s totally
what we want and what we strive for, but at the
same time, we kind of know…we won’t see them
again.

“It’s really great that we can all work together
to provide the best care and life for the children
and the families.”

As a part of Tikinagan’s Foster Parent
Appreciation Month, Kashuba, along with
the more than 370 Foster Parents across
“You never know how long they’re going to be
the agency’s 30 First Nations and urban
here. It’s just a matter
communities, were being
of having compassion,
recognized by the agency
love, and empathy and
for their commitment to
I do this work because I
understanding. I think
raising children.
want to see not only the
that goes a long way
with the children that
She was highlighted by
children thriving, but to be
come into care.”
Tikinagan staff for her
able to watch everybody
commitment to her foster
Adopted
at
birth,
children.
come together to help the
Kashuba,
now
45,
families – mom and dad,
witnessed
first-hand
“I was really touched,”
and extended families as
the benefits of caring
she Kashuba of the
for children as her
honour. “I feel like I do
well – is really rewarding.
mother fostered for
work pretty hard to give
more than 25 years.
the kids the best life we
Over the years, she
can give them, but I never
watched all the children come through her
expected this. I was pretty tearful, actually.”
home, admiring her mother’s growth.
Natalia Buentello Olvera, Tikinagan Child Care
Becoming a Foster Parent with Tikinagan
Worker, said that Kasuba cares for children like
was something she could do to follow in her
they’re her own.
footsteps. Now her house is just as busy. Since
becoming a Foster Parent last spring with
“She truly cares about the children that come
Tikinagan, Kashuba has taken in nine children.
through her home,” said Buentello Olvera. “She
shows them so much love and care, devoting
“It’s been a very rewarding for both of us,”
her time and attention to them.”
Kashuba said of her Foster Parenting experience.
“I have always admired her love, for foster
Supporting families in Thunder Bay is one of
children and I have seen the love the children
Kashuba’s passions. She sees her role as a Foster
return to her as well,” added Pearl Helton,
Parent as one of the many services offered in
Tikinagan Residential Care Worker.
the city, which is part of the Tikinagan service
model, Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin, which
means “everyone working together to raise our
Watch Serenity's story on YouTube!
children.”

“

”
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ᐁᒪ ᑭᒋᐠ

ᐅᐱᔑᑯᑲᐠ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᐣ

ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᒧᐱᑭᐨ, ᐁᒪ ᑭᒋᐠ ᑲᐱᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧᐨ ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᐣ ᓇᐱᐨ ᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᓭᓴᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐁᐦᐊᓂᐨ “ᒪᐧᒥ” ᐁᐃᔑᓂᑲᓂᑯᐨ.
ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐁᑭ ᐊᔭᓂᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ ᐊᓂ ᑲᑭᐁᐧᓂᐨ
ᐊᓂᐡ ᐅᒪᒪᒪᐣ ᓇᔑᓀ ᐁᑭ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᓂᐨ ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ “ᐁᔭᐯᓂᒧᐣᑕᐃᐧᔑᐊᐧᐨ, ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐁᐧ ᓂᑐᐣᒋ ᒥᓄᑌᐦᐁᔦᑯᐣ,”
ᑲᔦ ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᐸᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ,.
ᐃᑭᑐ.
ᐊᒥᑕᐡ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭ ᐊᓄᐣᒋ ᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐱᒥᐃᐧᑐᐨ ᐅᒪᒪᒪᐣ
ᐅᑭᔐᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᓂᐣ, ᑭᒋᐠ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᑐᐣ ᒋᐱᒥᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ, ᑲᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᐠ
“ᑲᑭᓇ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᒋᐅᐨᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ,” ᐃᒪ
ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

ᐅᑕᓇᐣᐠ ᒥᑕᓱᐊᐦᑭ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑲᐱᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐨ, ᑭᒋᐠ ᒥᔑᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐱᐊᔭᐊᐧᐣ ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᓂᐠ. ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᔭᑦ
ᒋᑭᑫᐣᑕᐣᐠ ᐊᐣᑕᓯᐣ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᐁᑕ ᑲᒥᔕᑲᒣᑯᓇᑲᓂᐠ
ᐁᑕ ᐁᐊᔭᓂᐨ, ᐯᔑᑯᐱᒧᑯᓇᑲ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐊᒋᓇ ᑐᑲᐣ ᐊᐧᐃᔭ
ᑲᐊᓀᐧᔑᐣᐠ.

“ᓂᒪᒪ ᐅᑭ ᓂᐦᑕ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐣ ᐊᐧᐃᔭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᔭ ᑭᒋᐠ ᐁᑭᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᒪᑲᐨ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐅᐱᔑᑯᑲᐠ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐠ
ᒥᐦᑲᐃᐧᐨ. “ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᓂᒪᒪ ᑲᑭ ᓂᐦᑕ ᑐᑲᐣᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐁᑭ ᐁᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᐁᓇᓇᑯᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᐁᐧᓂ
ᐃᓀᐣᑕᒪᐣ ᓂᑫᓂᐣ ᒋᑲᐡᑭᑐᔭᐣ.”
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᓂᐨ.
ᑭᒋᐠ, ᐊᔕ ᒥᑕᓱ ᐊᐦᑭ ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐢ “ᐊᒥ ᐁᐃᓀᐣᑕᒪᐣ ᐁᔑ ᒥᓄᑕᐱᓂᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᔭᑌ
ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᐅᑭ ᒪᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑲᐊᐧᐸᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᑲᔭᓂᐨ ᐃᒪ ᓂᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ,
ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐣ, ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᐊᐱᑕᐃᐧ ᐊᐦᑭ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ.
ᐁᑭᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒋᔑ ᒪᒋᓭᓂᐨ ᐃᒪ,” ᑭᒋᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ.
ᓇᑫ ᑕᐡ ᓇᐊᐧᐨ, ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᑭ ᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᐣ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐃᓀᐣᑕᒧᓂᑫᐧᐣ
ᒋᑭ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐸᐣ ᐅᐡᑭ ᓇᐯᐃᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ. ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑕᐡ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐁᑭ ᐊᓄᑭᐨ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐦᐱ, ᑭᒋᐠ ᐅᑭ
ᒪᒥᑎᓀᐣᑕᐣ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᑫᑭ ᑲᐡᑭᑐᑫᐧᐣ ᒋᐊᓄᑭᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ
ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐨ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱ ᓂᔓᐱᒧᑯᓇᑲ ᐁᑭ ᑭᐱᒋᐨ, ᐅᑭ
ᒣᑎᓴᐁᐧᓂᒪᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᑭ ᑭᐁᐧ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐣ.

“ᓂᑲᑫᐧ ᓂᓯᑎᑕᒧᓇᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᑫᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᓂᐨ ᐊᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᐅᒋ ᑐᑕᒪᐣ. ᓂᑎᓀᐣᑕᐣ ᐁᑲᐡᑭᑐᔭᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᔭᐣ.”

ᐁᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᔑ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑯᑕᔭᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑫᐊᓂ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ, ᐊᒥ ᐁᐃᑭᑐᐨ ᒋᓴᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᑲᐱᐣᑎᑫᓭᓂᐨ ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ ᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐊᐧᐣ
ᐊᐁᐧ ᓇᐯᓭᐣᐡ ᐊᒥᐱᑯ ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐁᐊᔭᓂᐨ ᑲᔑᑕᐨ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒋᐃᓀᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ.
ᓄᑯᑦ ᓴᐣᑲᓱ ᐁᐣᑕᓱᐱᐳᓀᓂᐨ.
“ᐁᐡᑲᐨ ᓂᐊᐧᓂᑫ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑕᑭᐣ
ᑭᒋᐠ ᑲᑭᓄᐊᐧᑲᐡ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ. ᐯᔑᐠ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᐣᐡ ᐅᑎᐯᓂᒪᐣ ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ,”
ᐅᑭ ᒪᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐣ ᓂᔓᐱᒧᑯᓇᑲ ᐁᑭ ᐊᐱᑎᓯᓂᐨ ᑭᒋᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ. “ᓂᑭᑫᐣᑕᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑲᑭᑫ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑲᓂᐃᐧᔭᑭᐃᐧᓀᓂᐨ ᐁᑭ ᐊᑯ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐨ. ᑯᑕᐠ ᐃᒪ ᒋᑭ ᐊᔭᔭᐣ, ᑯᑕᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᒋᐊᓂ
ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐣ, ᑭᔭᐸᑦ ᑭᒋᐠ ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐨ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ, ᓇᐱᑐᑕᐣᐠ ᑲᑐᑕᒪᐣ. ᓂᑲᓄᑫ ᑯᑕᐠ
ᓂᔭᓂᐱᒧᑯᓇᑲ ᐁᐣᑕᓱᐱᐳᓀᓂᐨ ᐅᑭ ᒪᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐦᑭᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᐅᑲ ᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᐣ
ᓄᑯᑦ ᓂᔭᓄᔭᑭᐦᐃᐧᓀᐊᐧᐣ. ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᐱᓯᑦ, ᐊᒥᐦᐃ ᒋᑎᐱᓭᓂᓂᐠ ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑫᔑ ᒪᒋᓭᐨ
ᑲᔑ ᑎᐱᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ - ᒪᒪᔭᑦ ᐁᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓂᐣ ᑕᑭᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᓂᑕᑭ
ᑐᑕᓇᐸᐣ.”
ᑭᒋᐠ, ᓂᑫᐣ ᐁᑭᔑᑭᓂᐨ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔕᐣ, ᐃᑭᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭ ᐅᒋ
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Emma Kejick

Lac Seul First Nation
Growing up, Emma Kejick’s childhood home
was full of children coming and going as her
mother regularly cared for own family members
and sometimes other children.

who is still with Kejick today, began living with
her when she was five weeks old and is now five
years old. Next month, they will celebrate each
other’s birthday— shared on the same day.

Inspired by her mother’s compassion, Kejick
continues to embody the Tikinagan service
model Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin,
which means “everyone working
together to raise our children,”
in her own home.

Kejick, who has two adult children of her own,
said it feels good again to have little people
around calling her “mommy” again.

“My mom was always
taking
care
of
somebody,”
recalled
Kejick.
“It
was
something my mom
use to do it and I feel I
can do it too.”
Kejick, who will celebrate
10 years as a Foster
Parent at Tikinagan Child
and Family Services, began
fostering a family member,
which lasted more than half a
year.

“

“I’m their security, and that
makes me feel good,” she said.

I think my community
has accepted me being
a foster parent and
seeing these kids here
at my home, knowing
it’s a safe place.

A few months later, Tikinagan asked if she would
be interested in caring for a baby boy. Working in
an administrative career at that time, Kejick
wondered if she could balance her time
between work and childcare. After a
two-week hiatus, she missed him
and reunited as his Foster Parent.
That baby boy has remained
in her home ever since, and
now he’s nine-years-old.
Kejick cares for children
in her home for the long
term. One girl she began
with she was two weeks
old and stayed until she
was four. Another girl,

”

For the last decade as
a Foster Parent, Kejick
had many other children
come into her home. She
said she couldn’t give an
exact number, but noted
some have stayed for a
weekend, a week, or even
a few hours for respite.
It’s no wonder people in Lac
Seul First Nation recognize
and appreciate her for her role
as Foster Parent.

“I think my community has accepted me being
a Foster Parent and seeing these kids here at
my home, knowing it’s a safe place,” Kejick said.
“I try to explain right now these kids need a safe
home and that’s what I’m providing. I feel I can
provide a safe place for them.”
When asked what advice she would share with
future Foster Parents, she encouraged them to
expect them to love the children that come into
care as their own.
“I forget sometimes they are Tikinagan children,”
Kejick said. “I know I’m not going to be there
forever, someone else will come along and step
in. I remember maybe there’s another child that
needs a safe home and that can be me again.”
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ᒍᓫᐃᐣ & ᓯᑦᐡ ᕑᐊᐧᐤᐣᐦᐁᐟ
ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐣᐠ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᐣ

ᓂᑯᑕᓯ ᐊᐦᑭ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐱᑕ ᐃᒪ ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐣᐠ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᐣ, ᒍᓫᐃ
ᕑᐊᐧᐤᐣᐦᐁᐟ ᐅᑭ ᓄᐣᑕᓇᐸᐣ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ & ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ. ᑭᑭᐁᐧ
ᐁᑭ ᐊᐣᑕᐃᐧ ᐊᓂᒧᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᑲᓇᐣ, ᓯᑦᐡ, ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᒋ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ ᑭᓇᑯᒥᑎᐊᐧᐠ ᒋᑯᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᓂᑕᑦ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᑲᑭ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐡᑭ ᓇᐯᐃᐧ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑭ ᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᒥᐣ, ᐊᓂᐡ ᓂᑭ ᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑯᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑭ ᐱᒥ ᐃᐧᒋ ᐱᒋᓂᐡᑲᔭᐣᐠ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᕑᐊᐤᐣᐦᐁᐟ
ᐁᑎᐸᒋᒧᐨ ᐊᐸᐣ ᓂᑕᑦ
ᐁᒪᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐨ.
“ᐊᒥᐱᑯ
ᓇᔑᓀ
ᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑕᐧ
ᒋᐅᒋ
ᑭᑫᓂᒪᑕᐧ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᐣ ᑫᒋᓀᐣᑕᒪᐣ:
ᐁᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᔭᐣᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᐁᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑫᑯᐣ
ᐁᑭᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ,
ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑕᑦ ᑫᑯᐣ
ᐁᑲᐡᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ.
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᓂᐱᓇᐧᐱᔑᒥᑯᐣ.”
ᕑᐊᐤᐣᐦᐁᐟ, 41, ᐅᐃᐧᐣᑕᐣ
ᓇᐱᐨ
ᐁᓴᑭᐦᐊᒋᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ, ᓄᑯᑦ ᐃᐧᐣ
ᐅᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᑲᓇᐣ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᑲᔑ ᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᓂᐨ ᐁᑐᑕᒧᓂᐨ, ᓇᐣᑕ ᑐᑲᐣ ᐁᒣᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒣᑲᐁᐊᐧᑲᓂ ᐃᒪ ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᓂᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐁᓇᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᐱᑲᐧᑕᐦᑭᐣᐠ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᓄᑯᑦ, ᕑᐊᐤᐣᐦᐁᐟ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐣ 38 ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ
ᑕᓴᐧ, ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐊᓂᒣᐣᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᒪᒐᓂᐨ.
“ᑭᓴᑭᐦᐊᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᐁᑭᑫᐣᑕᒪᐣ ᑭᑕᐧᑦ ᒋᑭᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐊᐱ
ᑌᐯᐧ ᐊᐸᐣ ᐁᐃᓯᓭᐠ, ᐁᐊᓂᒣᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᐡ ᒥᐡᑕᐦᐃ ᑭᑭᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ
ᑭᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐁᑭ ᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᔭᐣ, ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᒪᐣ
ᐁᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ. ᐊᓇᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ,
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᓇᐃᐧᐣᐟ ᓂᑕᓂᒥᐃᐧᑐᒥᐣ.”
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒥᑭᓯᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 2022, ᐃᐁᐧ ᐅᒋ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ
ᑲᓇᓇᑯᒥᐣᑕᐧ ᐱᓯᑦ, ᒍᓫᐃᐣ ᒥᓇ ᓯᑦᐢ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 370
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᒪ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 30 ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ
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ᑕᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐁᑭ ᓇᓇᑯᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔑ ᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ.
ᑭᐅᓂᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᐡ ᑫᑲᐟ ᑕᓴᐧ ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᓇᓂᓴᓂᓭᓂᐨ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ, ᐁᐅᑕᐱᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᓂᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᑭᔐᐊᐧᓄᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ.
ᕑᐊᐤᐣᕑᐁᐟ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᐣᒋᑲᑌ ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂ ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ.
“ᐊᑎᐟ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂ ᐅᑭᑫᐣᑕᓯᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ, ᐊᒥᑕᐡ
ᐃᒪ ᑲᐅᒋ ᓇᓇᐣᑐᑯᓯᐃᐧᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᓇᓇᐣᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑫᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ,” ᐃᑭᑐ. “ᓇᔑᓀ ᑲᑲᑫᐧ ᑲᓄᑫ, ᐱᑯ ᐊᓂᐣ
ᐁᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ, ᓇᔑᓀ ᐱᑯ
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᑫᔑ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᐡ
ᐁᓇᓇᐣᑐᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐸᑲᐣ
ᑫᔑ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᔦ ᐁᐅᒋ ᒥᓀᐧᓂᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᐃᓀᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᕑᐊᐤᐣᐦᐁᐟ
ᐅᓇᓇᑯᒪᐣ
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑲᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᑯᐨ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᐁᑕ
ᐃᐁᐧ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᔕᑯᐨ
ᑲᔦ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᐁᐧ
ᑲᑭᓇ
ᑲᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ
ᑲᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ,
ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧ
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ
ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ.
“ᒥᓄᓭ ᐊᓂᐡ ᓇᓇᐣᑐᐠ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐃᔓ ᑲᐡᑭᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑫᑭ ᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑲᐧ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᐅᒋ”, ᐃᑭᑐ. “ᐃᐁᐧ
ᐃᐧᑐᑲᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐊᔭᒪᑲᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇᐧᔑᐣ.
“ᑐᑲᐣ ᐁᐃᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᒥᔕᐠ ᑭᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ. ᒥᔑᐣ
ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑯᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᔑ ᑲᑫᐧ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ.”
ᐁᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᔑ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᐊᓂ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᓂᐨ,
ᕑᐊᐤᐣᐦᐁᐟ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᓀᐣᑕᐣ ᐊᐱ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑲᐱᐣᑎᑫᐨ
ᑭᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᐃᓇᑎᓯᐨ. ᔕᑯᐨ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᑐᑕᒪᐣ, “ᔑᐯᐣᑕᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐤ.”
“ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᑫᑯᐣ ᑕᐊᔭᐃᔑᒋᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᑕᐱᓇᑲ ᑭᐅᑕᐱᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐅᒋ
ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᑕᐡ ᐃᒪ ᑫᔑ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒪᐣ ᒋᐁᐊᓂᒥᐃᐧᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ
ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ. ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᐃᓯᓭ ᐁᑲ ᐁᓂᓯᑎᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᑫᑯᓀᐣ
ᑲᐅᒋᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ.”

Jolene & Sims Roundhead
Mishkeegogamang First Nation

Six and half years ago in Mishkeegogamang
First Nation, Jolene Roundhead heard about
Tikinagan & Child Family Services’ need for
foster families. She went home to talk to her
husband, Sims, about it and they agreed to try
it out.

They were nominated because they often take
in high-risk children, providing a home where
there is fun and compassion.

Their first child was a brand new baby boy, and
they still foster him today.

“Some of them may not have had a lot of love
at home, so they act out to get attention, but
the wrong attention,” she explains. “You always
have to keep in mind, no matter what they do,
you always have to give them positive attention
because they’re seeking the negative attention
and they get a thrill from it.”

“It was actually really awesome, because you
got to learn and grow with the child,” said
Roundhead of her first fostering experience.
“You have to work
closely with them to get
them to learn, and to
me that is the biggest
reward: teaching them
and watching them and
seeing their expressions
on their faces when
they’re actually learning
something, or doing
something for the first
time. It’s really cool.”

“

Roundhead shared that understanding that
these children need love is the biggest key.

“You have to work closely
with them to get them to
learn, and to me that is the
biggest reward: teaching
them and watching them
and seeing their expressions
on their faces when they’re
actually learning something,
or doing something for the
first time. It’s really cool.”

Roundhead, 41, who
admits she has always
had a love for children,
said now she does most
of the teaching while
her husband Sims helps children explore their
interests, whether it’s playing XBox games or
learning how to trap on the land.

To date, Roundhead said they’ve fostered 38
children. Each time, though, the hardest part is
still watching them go.
“You fall in love with them, and you know some
day they will go home, but when it actually
happens, it just feels all wrong because you’ve
poured all you’re love and soul into them, and
it’s hard to watch them go home. Even though
it’s exciting for them, it’s hard for us.”
In March 2022, as a part of Tikinagan’s Foster
Parent Appreciation Month, Jolene and Sims,
along with the more than 370 Foster Parents
across the agency’s 30 First Nations and urban
communities, were recognized by the agency
for their commitment to raising children.

Roundhead
credits
Tikinagan’s
support
for not just Foster
Parents but the children
as an important part
of everyone working
together
to
raise
children,
which
is
Tikinagan’s
service
model Mamow Obikiahwahsoowin.

”

“It works out really
good because you have
a broad spectrum of
people you can go to
when you need help
with the kids, she said. “Having that support for
them is really good.
“It’s kind of like being in one great big family.
A lot of the workers are really amazing people
and they work really hard to get what they kids
need.”
When asked what advice she would share
with future Foster Parents, Roundhead said
they cannot expect a child to come into your
home and be perfect. Instead, “be patient and
supportive.
“They’re going to act out because they’ve been
taken from their family, so you’re going to go
through a little bit of a difficult time with them
processing everything that is going on. Because
sometimes they just don’t understand.”
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ᔐᓫᐃ ᒥᐦᐊᐣ

ᑎᕑᐊᔾᑎᐣ, ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ
ᑕᓱ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑲᐱᐣᑎᑫᐨ ᐃᒪ ᔐᕑᐃ ᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᐅᑎᐡᑲᐧᐣᑌᒥᐠ ᐃᓇᑲᓄ
ᒋᔓᐱᑲᐦᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓯᓂᓴᐣ, ᐁᑲᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᐁᑕ ᑲᒥᓄᐱᐦᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᓯᐣ,
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑲᐣ. ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᓯᓂᓴᐠ, ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᒋᐣ ᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 31 ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐱᒥ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐨ, ᐃᔑ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᒋᑫᒪᑲᐣ ᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ,
ᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ,
ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᒋᐣ.

“(ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓯᓂᓴᐠ) ᐁᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᐊᔕ ᐅᒪ ᐁᑭ ᐱᑲᐯᔑᓂᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑭ ᐊᓂᑭᐁᐧᓂᐨ,” ᒥᐦᐊᐣ
ᐃᑭᑐ, ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 1,000 ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᐁᑭ ᐱᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐨ. “ᐁᐅᒋ
ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒋᑭ ᐊᓂ ᑭᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᒥᐣᑎᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᔕ ᐁᐧᐡᑲᐨ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐁᐅᒋ ᑐᑕᒪᐣ.

ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ, ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐱᔑ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᐣᐠ ᑲᐅᒋ ᐊᔭᒥᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ,
ᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᐅᑭᑫᐣᑕᐣ ᒋᐊᐧᑲᐃᐧᓄᐣᑕᑭᐣ ᑲᔓᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᓂᓂᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᔦ ᐁᐅᒋ ᑲᓄᑫᐨ ᑐᑲᐣ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᓂᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᐸᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᑕᐱᓂᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᑫᑯᓂ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑲᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᓂᐨ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓴᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓇ ᐃᔑ ᑲᑫᐧ ᑲᓄᑫᐨ ᑲᑭᓇ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑫᑐᑕᑭᐣ,
ᐊᒥᐱᑯ ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᐁᐅᒋᓀᐣᑕᐠ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐁᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐨ ᒪᒪᐃᐧ
ᐃᐧᑐᑲᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ. ᐅᑕᓂ ᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᓂᒪᐣ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᐅᐣᑎᓇᑭᐣ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑭᐣ. ᐊᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᔦ
ᐁᐃᑭᑐᐨ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᒥᓂᑯᐨ
ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑲᑲᐡᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂ
ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᔐᒪᐠ ᑫᑯᐣ ᐁᑭ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ, ᐊᒥ ᐁᔑ ᑭᑫᓂᒪᐨ
ᒋᐅᒋ ᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᓯᓭᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐱᑯ.

“ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐅᓀᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐣᑎ ᑫᐃᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐅᑕᐱᓂᔑᐊᐧᐨ, ᐊᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᒋ ᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ
ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᐦᐊᑲᐧ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐊᐧᐣ
ᒋᓴᑭᐦᐃᒪᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒥᒪᐠ.”

“ᐁᐢᑲᑦ ᑲᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑫᑯᐣ ᒋᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ, ᐃᒪ ᐃᔑ ᒥᓄᓭ
ᑲᑭᑫᐣᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᐣᑎ ᓀᑫ ᑫᐅᒋ ᒪᒋᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ– ᔕᑯᐨ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᐧᑲ
ᑫᑯᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣ,” ᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ. “ᐃᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ ᑕᐱᑕ
ᐁᔑ ᑲᑭᒋᓀᓂᒥᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ– ᐁᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᑫᑭᔑᑐᔭᐣ.”

ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ, ᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᐣ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ, ᑲᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᐠ
“ᑲᑭᓇ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ,”
ᐁᐸᑭᑎᓇᐠ
ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐨ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ. ᐊᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᔦ ᐁᐃᑭᑐᐨ ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᓂᒪᐨ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐱᑲᓄᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ
ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᓂᑫᐣᑕᑯᐊᐧᐨ. ᐅᑎᔓᓂᔕᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᒪᓯᓇᑭᓯᑲᓇᐣ,
ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᐁᐸᑭᑎᓇᐨ ᐁᑲ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᓂᑫᐣᑕᑎᓂᐨ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ. ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᑕᐡ ᔕᑯᐨ,
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐱᐊᐣᑕᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᓯᓂᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐊᐧᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᒋ ᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ.

ᐁᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑭᔑ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᑲᒪᒥᑎᓀᐣᑕᒧᓂᐨ
ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᓂᐨ, ᐊᒥᐦᐃ ᑲᑭᐃᑭᑐᐨ: “ᑲᐧᔭᐣᒋᐣ,
ᐊᒥᔕ ᐊᔕ ᐁᐅᑕᐱᓇᒪᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐊᓂᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᑭᐃᐧᐣ, ᔕᑯᐨ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐣ.” ᐊᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᔦ ᑲᑭ ᐸᑭᑐᐨ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᔐᒪᐠ ᒋᐊᐧᑲᐃᐧᓄᐣᑕᐠ ᑫᑯᓂ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒪᐣ, ᒥᐱᑯ ᐃᔑ ᑲᑫᐧᑌᐣ.

ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑕᐡ ᐊᓯᓂᓴᐠ ᐃᓇᐧᓯᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᔦ ᐁᐅᒋ ᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ
ᒋᐊᔭᒥᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ– ᐃᐁᐧ ᓂᐦᑕᑦ ᑲᐱᐣᑎᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐅᐡᑭ
ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐅᒋᓯᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᐠ ᐊᓀᓀᓂᒧᐨ
ᐊᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ.

“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒋᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑭᒋᔭᐊᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐧᑎᐊᐧᐨ. ᐊᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᐊᓄᐣᒋ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᐠ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐢ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᓇᔑᓀ ᒋᐊᔭᓂᐨ ᑫᓴᑭᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᓂᓱᒥᑕᓇ ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐅᑭ ᒪᒋᑐᓇᐸᐣ
ᓂᔑᐣ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐁᑭ ᐊᓂᑲᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᓄᕑᐊ ᑭᒧᐊᐧᓂᓯᐱᐠ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ. ᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᔑᓄᔭᐦᑭ ᓂᑲᐣ, ᐃᒪ ᑭᔑ ᐊᐣᒋᑲᐯᔑ
ᐊᑕᐊᐧ, ᐁᑭ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ
ᐊᑕᐊᐧ. ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑕᑲᐧᑭᓯᐨ ᐱᓯᑦ 2010, ᐊᐱ ᑲᐱᑭᐁᐧᑯᓯᐨ
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᓀᐣᑲᐱᐦᐊᓄᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ, ᑭᒪᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫ
ᐃᒪ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᒥᑕᐡ
ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᐁᐃᓄᑭᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑎᕑᐊᔾᑎᐣ.
ᒥᐦᐊᐣ

11

ᐅᑎᔑ ᒥᐦᑲᐣ ᓴᑯᓇᐠ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᒋᐣ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐣ..
ᐁᐢᑲᑦ ᑕᐡ, ᑫᑯᐣ ᐅᓇᑭᐡᑲᑌ ᑲᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᒋᐣ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ
ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐅᒋ ᑲᐱᒥᐡᑲᒪᑲᐠ ᑭᒋᐊᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ, ᒪᒪᐣᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ
ᑲᐅᒋ ᐊᓄᑭᒪᑲᐠ, ᐁᑲ ᑲᐊᓄᑭᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᒪᒋᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ
ᑯᑕᐠ ᑫᑯᐣ. ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᑭᐣ, ᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᐅᑎᔑ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᐣ,
ᐊᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᐅᒋ ᐊᐊᔭᒪᑲᐠ ᔑᐯᐣᑕᒧᐃᐧᐣ.

ᑲᐃᓇᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐨ

ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ

ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ

Shelly Meehan
Dryden, ON

Every child who walks through Shelly Meehan’s
door is invited to paint a stone, which represents
more than just beautifully painted, unique
artwork. Each of these stones, cherished by
Meehan for the last 31 years of her Foster
Parenting journey, demonstrate unconditional
love, support, and respect for the children for
whom she has provided care.
These stones also act as the start of a
conversation – the first step in welcoming each
child into their new atmosphere and allowing
the child to express themselves.
“(The stones) let’s them see lots of kids have been
here and got to go home,” Meehan explained,
who has cared for more than 1,000 children. “It
gives them something to look forward to, and it
let’s the older kids know I’ve got experience.
“They didn’t choose or pick me, so I have to
prove myself to the families and show them that
their kids are going to be loved and safe.”
As a Foster Parent, Meehan embodies the
Tikinagan service model Mamow Obikiahwahsoowin, which means “everyone working
together to raise our children,” by opening her
door open to the families of the children she
cares for. She welcomes the families to reach
out and stay connected with their children. She
sends them pictures, information, and keeps
the connection between the children and their

families. On occasion, families have even come
to her home for holiday meals.
“It’s important to show the kids that as adults
you can all get along. It gives the kids security
knowing they can be comfortable and that they
will always have someone around to love them.”
Meehan’s three-decade long Foster Parenting
career began with two girls in Sioux Lookout
while she was a case aide for the Kenora-Rainy
River Districts Child & Family Services. A few
years later, she relocated to Ottawa where
she was a Foster Parent with the Children’s
Aid Society of Ottawa. In February 2010, after
returning to Northwestern Ontario, she became
a Foster Parent with Tikinagan and continues to
Foster Parent at her home in Dryden.
Meehan’s role in Tikinagan’s circle of care finds
her working with Tikinagan staff regularly.
Occasionally, there are challenges when working
with northern communities due to the pandemic,
internet connection, phones lines being down or
other technological issues that can occur. These
delays, noted Meehan, are a lesson in patience.
However, with her experience in being an
advocate for the children, Meehan is on top
of their needs and usually is already aware of
upcoming appointments or purchases that need
to be made for the children. Despite her selfsufficiency, she said she still feels like a part
of the team. She is still able to access workers
and get any information she needs. She said
her Tikinagan workers are good about getting
information to her and if they can’t access to the
information or don’t have an immediate answer,
they’ll find a way.
“Sometimes needing to get stuff done, it’s about
going through the right avenues – but I am never
really left hanging,” Meehan said. “It’s about a
common mutual respect – you both have a job
to finish.”
When asked what advice she would give to
people thinking about becoming a Foster
Parent, she said: “Be prepared, you have now
taken on the world’s toughest job, but the most
rewarding job.” She added that Foster Parents
have to be able to think quick on their feet and
when you need help, ask for help.
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ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᑐᑲᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ.
ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᓂᐨ,
ᒥᔑᐣ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭ ᑭᒋᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ. ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᑐᓂ
ᐱᑯ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᐃᐧᔭᐃᐧᐠ, ᒪᒥᑎᓀᐣᒋᑲᓂᐠ, ᐊᒐᑯᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᑫᔑ ᒥᓄᔭᒪᑲᓂᐠ ᐅᑎᓀᐣᑕᒧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᔦ ᐅᑕᔕᒪᐊᐧᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᑫᔑ ᓂᐸᓂᐨ, ᐁᑲ
ᑫᔑ ᓭᑭᓱᐊᐧᐨ. ᐅᓇᐣᑐᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ. ᐅᓴᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᐣ.
ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐅᑲᑫᐧ ᓂᓯᑎᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᓀᓯᓭᓂᐨ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ.
ᒥᐡᑕᐦᐃ ᐅᑲᑫᐧᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ. ᐱᑯ ᐊᓂᐣ
ᐁᔑ ᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᓂᑫᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐡ ᒥᔕ
ᐃᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᔑ ᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐨ. ᐊᒥᑕᐡ ᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᑲᔦ
ᐁᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ
ᒋᐅᐣᒋ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑭᔐᐊᐧᓄᐣᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᑲᔑ
ᐊᓂᒥᓭᓂᐠ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐅᐣᒋ ᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐸᐣᑭ
ᐁᐅᐣᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ.

ᒪᒋᑭᑐᐃᐧᐣ
(807)737-3466
ᐁᑲ ᑲᑎᐸᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᔑᑭᑐᔭᐣ
1-800-465-3624
ᐸᐠᐡ
(807)737-4812
www.tikinagan.org

ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᐃᓯᓭ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐠ ᐱᓇᒪ ᐸᑲᐣ ᒋᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐊᓂᐣᑕ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᐅᑲᑭ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒥᑯᐊᐧᐣ ᐅᑯᒧᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᐅᒥᔓᒥᐊᐧᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑭᔭᑦ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᐁᐧᐣᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ, ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑐᑌᒥᐊᐧᐣ. ᔕᑯᐨ
ᑕᐡ, ᐊᓂᐣᑕ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᑭ ᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ ᐃᒪ ᒋᔑᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ. ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᐅᑐᑕᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐱᑯ ᑲᔓᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒋᑭᑕᔑ ᑲᓇᐧᐁᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐣ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᑭ ᑲᐡᑭᒋᑲᑌᐠ, ᑭᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᐡ ᑫᑭᐣ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᑐᔭᐣ.
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐃᔑᓇᑯᒧ
ᑲᐃᔓᑎᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐊᐧᐨ.

ᐃᒪ

ᐱᑯ

ᒋᑭ

ᑕᔑ

ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ

ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ

ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑭᐣ ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ, ᑭᐣ ᑲᑭ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᐣᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ ᐁᑭ ᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒥᑯᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᑭ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒋᑭ ᑕᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ
ᐯᔕᐊᐧᐸᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑎᓇᐁᐧᒪᑲᓂᐊᐧ, ᐅᑐᑌᒥᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓇᐯᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ.

ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐱᑯ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᐃᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᐊᐣᑎ
ᑲᐅᐣᑕᑲᓀᓯᐊᐧᐨ - ᐁᑲ ᑲᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ, ᐅᒪᒥᓄᒧᐁᐧᐠ, ᐅᑯᒥᒪᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐅᒥᔓᒥᒪᐠ,
ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ. ᐃᒪ ᑕᐡ ᐃᔑ ᐊᓄᑭᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᑕᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ,
ᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐸᐣᐟ ᐊᐧᐱᐡ. ᒥᔑᓇᑎᓄᐣ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ. ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᒧᒋ ᐯᔑᑯᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ
ᑲᐸᑫᐃᐧᓂᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᓂᔓᐱᒪᑎᓴᐠ. ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐊᐧᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ. ᐃᐁᐧ
ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᔭᐣ ᒋᑭ ᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ.
ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑭᒋᓀᓂᒪᒥᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᒥᐡᑕᐦᐃ ᐁᐅᐣᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐱᒧᑐᔭᐣᐠ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᐊᓇᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᐁᐃᓯᓭᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᓇᑌᐠ ᐊᐁᐧ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᐃᒪ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐊᐁᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐨ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᓂ ᑲᐃᓇᓄᑭᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐁᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᐊᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᓇᑲᓄᐨ ᐯᐱ, ᑲᐊᓂ ᒥᐣᒋᒋᔓᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᓭᐡ,
ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓯᐡ, ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐡ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ 16 ᑲᑕᓱᐱᐳᓀᐨ. ᐊᓂᐣᑕ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒪᑲᑎᓯᐊᐧᐠ, ᒪᒥᑎᐣᓀᒋᑲᓇᐱᓀᐊᐧᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐊᓂᒪᑎᓯᐨ ᐃᒪ
ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔑ ᒪᒋᓭᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᑲᒪᑲᑎᓯᐨ ᑲᔑ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᑐᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ ᒥᓀᐧᓂᒧᐨ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᓂ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑕᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ ᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐨ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᑫᑲᐟ
ᑲᑭᓇ ᐅᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᑭᑎᒪᑫᓂᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᐸᑲᐣ ᒋᐃᓀᓂᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᐃᒪ
ᑲᑕᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ ᑲᔦ ᒋᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᐡᑲᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᐃᔑ ᒪᒋᐡᑲᐨ
ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᒋᓴᑭᐦᐊᑲᓄᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᑭᔐᐊᐧᓄᐣᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ.

ᐅᐁᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ

Tikinagan Child and Family Services
Residential Care Services
PO Box 627
Sioux Lookout, Ontario P8T 1B1

ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᒪᒋᓭᑭᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᑐᒋᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᑭ ᒥᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐣᑎ ᑫᑭᔑ
ᒥᓄᔭᒪᑲᓂᐠ ᐅᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ. ᐱᑯ ᐊᐣᑎ ᑲᐃᔑ ᓇᐦᐃᓭᐠ, ᓂᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᒥᓇᐠ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑲ ᒋᐸᑫᓭᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᓂᑭᐦᐃᑯᒪᐠ
ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐊᐧᐣ.

ᐃᒪ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐊᔭᐊᐧᐣ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ

ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑲᐃᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐁᓇᓇᐣᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᑫᐧᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᑲᐱᐣᑎᑫᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐸᒥᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂᐠ. ᐅᐁᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᔑᐣ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ.
ᓂᐸᑭᑎᓇᒥᐣ ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑫᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐊᐧᐨ:
• ᐁᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᔑᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᓇᓄᑭᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱ
• ᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑲᓂᐊᐧᐣ, ᑕᑯ ᑲᔦ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑐᑕᐠ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᑲᒪᑲᑎᓯᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᐁᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣ
• ᑲᑭᓇ ᐅᐣᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐠ ᐊᐁᐧ ᑫᐅᐣᒋ ᓇᓇᑲᒋᐦᐃᐠ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑫᐅᐣᒋ ᑲᓄᒋᑫᑕᒪᐠ
• ᑲᐸᐸᔑᓭᐠ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑭᒋᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᓇᑭᐡᑭᑲᑌᐠ ᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ 24 ᑎᐸᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᑕᓱᑭᔑᑲ
• ᐊᔭ ᑲᔦ ᒋᑭ ᒪᒣᐡᑲᐧᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐱᓇᒪ ᐸᑲᐣ ᒋᑕᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᐱᓇᒪ ᒋᐊᓀᐧᔑᓂᔭᐣ
ᐊᒋᓇ
• ᑲᑎᐸᐦᐊᒪᑯ ᑫᐅᐣᒋ ᐊᔕᒪᐨ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔑ ᑲᐯᔑᐦᐊᐨ, ᐊᔑᐨ ᑲᔦ ᐁᐸᑭᑎᓇᑲᓄᐨ ᔓᓂᔭ ᑫᐅᐣᒋ ᒪᓂᑭᐡᑭᑲᓇᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᑫᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑭᐣ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧ ᐊᐸᒋᑕᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ

ᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ

ᑲᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐊᐧᐨ

ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐯᔑᑯᔦᐃᐧᑐᓯᐣ. ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑲᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ.

ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ

ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᐊᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᐠ “ᑲᑭᓇ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ
ᐁᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᒋᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ.” ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐊᔑᐨ ᑲᔦ ᐅᓂᑭᐦᐃᑯᒪᐠ, ᐃᓇᐁᐧᒪᑲᓇᐠ, ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐠ, ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᐅᓇᔓᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ, ᑭᐸᐸᒥᓯᒥᐣ ᒋᑭᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᔭᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᐃᓇᓄᑭᒪᑲᐠ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ:

ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᓂᑐᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᓀᓯᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᒪᐠ ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᐧᐣᒋᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑫᔑᐱᒥᐃᐧᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᔕᑯᐨ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᓂᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᒥᐣ ᒋᐊᓄᑲᑕᒪᐣᐠ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᐃᓇᑌᐠ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐅᐣᑎᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᑲᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᑭᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑲᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᑭᐣ. ᒥᐱᑯ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐁᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐣᐠ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓇᒪᐣᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐸᒥᐦᐊᔭᐣᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᐅᓇᔓᐊᐧᓇᔭᐣᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᑲᐅᐣᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᓂᒪᔭᐣᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐊᐧᔭᐣᐠ ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑕᐡ ᑫᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᐃᐧᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ
ᓂᓇᓇᐣᑐᓇᐊᐧᒥᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᑭᔐᐊᐧᓄᐣᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ, ᑲᒥᓀᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᔑ ᓇᓇᑭᐡᑭᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑲᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᔦ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᐨ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᓯᐡ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᓇᑲᓄᐨ. ᑲᑭᓇ ᐃᒪ ᑲᔭᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᓀᐣᑕᒧᒥᑲᐧ ᑲᐃᐧ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ. ᓂᓇᓇᐣᑐᑕᓇᐊᐧᒥᓇᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔑ ᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᒪ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑲᐅᐣᒋ ᓇᓇᑲᒋᑐᒋᐣ.

ᑫᑭᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐣ

• ᑲᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐸᒥᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐃᒪ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔭᐊᐧᐨ ᐸᐸᒥᓯᐊᐧᐠ
• ᑫᔑ ᒥᓂᑐᑕᑯᐨ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐊᐸᑕᓄᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᑲᔑ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑭᐣ
• ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑭᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᐱᒧᑐᓇᐊᐧ
• ᐁᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐅᓇᔓᐊᐧᑕᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ

ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑐᑕᓇᐣ

• ᐃᔑᑭᑐᐣ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᔑ ᐱᐣᑎᑫᐱᐦᐅᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᒋᑭᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᒋᑲᓄᓇ,
ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ
• ᒋᒪᓯᓇᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐃᒪ ᑕᐸᓯᐡ ᑲᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ, ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ
• ᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᑲᒥᓂᑯ ᒋᐊᔭᒥᐦᐊᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᔑ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐣ ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᒥᓂᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐅᐣᒋ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᔑᐨ ᑲᔦ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᐊᓂᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ ᑫᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᔭᐣ ᐃᐧᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ.
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Foster Connection.
Become a Foster Parent.
Being a
Foster Parent
Foster
Parents
provide
a
nurturing safe home for foster
children, many of whom have
had traumatic experiences in
their lives. Foster Parents tend
to the physical, mental, spiritual
and emotional needs of the
children. They provide nourishing
meals, a warm place to sleep, a
comfortable happy place to live,
safe from harm. They listen. They
love. They try to understand.
Foster Parents do a lot of things
for a child. Much depends on the
individual child’s needs. But much
is just healthy role modelling and
compassion for a child whose life
might be in turmoil.
Fostering is a valuable community
service and also offers a very
rewarding experience for Foster
Parents.

P: 807 737-3466
TF: 1 800 465-3624
www.tikinagan.org

Some situations, however, require that children live apart
from their families for a time. Some of these children
can stay with their kokums and shoomas (grandmas
and grandpas). Some can stay with other family
members, or with friends. However, some children don’t
have these options. Tikinagan is committed to keeping
our children within our communities, but to make this
happen, we need your help.
Tikinagan is committed to keeping our children within
our communities.
By being a Foster Parent, you can make a real difference
in the life of a child. When their families are unable to
care for them, you can help children stay in their home
community, and stay connected to extended family,
friends and their culture and traditions.

Foster Parents

Foster Parents are everyday people who come from all
walks of life - homemakers, councillors, grandparents.
They work at the community store, the nursing station,
the school or in the band office. The list is long. Foster
Parents can be married or single or separated. They can
have their own children, or not. The key requirement
is your willingness to help a child. Foster Parents are
very important to us and are essential to successfully
delivering our services. Although the legal responsibility
for the child remains with the agency, the Foster Parents
play a very important role in the child’s life.

Foster Children

A foster child may be a baby, a toddler, a young child, or
a teenager. A few of our children in care are physically,
mentally or emotionally challenged and require special
care to be able to enjoy the benefits of daily life. Foster
children need the kind of care and stability that a foster
family can offer. Most require not only warmth and
acceptance but also guidance, direction, structure, love
and understanding.

The Program

Tikinagan Child & Family Services
Residential Care Services
PO Box 627
Sioux Lookout, Ontario
P8T 1B1

Tikinagan provides support and services for families
who are experiencing difficulties, and works to help
these families find resources to heal. Whenever possible,
we work to keep children and families together, and to
help parents care for their children.

We believe the answer lies within the community.

Tikinagan has a Residential Services Unit focused on developing a range of foster care
options for children and youth who need to come into Tikinagan care. This unit offers
programs and services to Foster Parents to assist them in providing the best possible
environment for our children.
We provide Foster Parents with:
• Orientation on the role of a Tikinagan Foster Parent
• Ongoing training and education, including meeting the special needs of children
placed in your care
• Support services provided by an assigned residential care worker who will also
advocate for the Foster Parent
• Emergency support and crisis intervention 24 hours a day
• Respite care options such as alternate placement of the child or alternate caregiver
for the child
• Financial reimbursement by a daily rate for regular food and accommodation expenses
as well as allowances for special expenses such as clothing, school recreation and
health care

Support

Supporting Foster Parents

You are not alone. Foster Parents are a valuable part of a team dedicated to planning and
meeting the needs of children in care.

Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin

Key aspects of Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin include:
• Protecting and caring for children is a community responsibility
• Culturally appropriate services based on traditional practices and values
• Services are designed & delivered by First Nations people
• Recognizes inherent authority of First Nations over child welfare
Our policies and procedures are built around this model, but more importantly we endeavor
to work within the true spirit of Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin based on First Nations’ values
and principles. We reflect this in all our services especially caring and planning for children
and youth in our care and supporting Foster Parents.
How You Can Become a Foster Parent
We are looking for people who care about children, enjoy the challenges of parenting and
want to work with others to meet children’s needs. All members of your family must share
your interest in fostering. We are seeking families that live in First Nation communities
served by Tikinagan.
•
•
•

Get Involved

Tikinagan provides services using a service model called Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin,
which means “everyone working together to raise our children”. Everyone in the community,
including parents, extended family, Elders, chief and council, local service providers, and
Tikinagan, are responsible for protecting and caring for children.

Call Tikinagan Child and Family Services telephone intake
Write to Tikinagan at the address listed, or
Talk to any Tikinagan Child and Family Service Worker

You will be put in touch with a Residential Care Worker who can give you more information
on Foster Parenting including the process and requirements for becoming a Foster Parent.
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Follow Us Online!

TIKINAGAN.ORG

65 King Street
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1B1

1-800-465-3624
24/7

