
ᑲᓯᑲᐧᐠ 2022

ᐅᒪ ᐊᒋᒧᐃᐧᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂᐠ:

ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑲᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᐠ 
ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ. ᐅᒋᐳᐁᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐊᐱᑕ ᐅᒪᐡᑭᑯᒧᐃᐧᐣ, ᒪᒪᐤ 
ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᐣ, ᑲᑭᓇ 
ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᒋᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ 
ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐃᓇᐦᑌ 
ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐸᒥᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐅᒋ ᐊᓯᐡᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᐧ 
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᑭ ᐃᔑ ᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ.

ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ

ᒪᓂᑐ ᐅᑭ ᒥᓇᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐣ 
ᑲᑲᓇᑕᐠ ᐸᐸᒥᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᒋᒪᐡᑲᐊᐧᑭᐣ 
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᒥᓄᔭᒪᑲᑭᐣ 
ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᐅᑭ ᐅᓇᑐᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᒋᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ, 
ᑭᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᑭᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ. 
ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᐊᒥᐦᐃ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑫᐊᓂ 
ᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑯᔭᐠ. ᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᑭ 
ᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐅᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.

ᑲᐃᓀᐣᑕᒪᐣᐠ ᒋᑭ ᐃᓯᓭᑭᐸᐣ

ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ

ᑲᑭᓇ ᐁᒪᒪᐤ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᐁᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ

Everyone working together to raise our childrenMamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin

ᐁᒥᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ ᒧᓯᐡ ᒪᐊᐧᑭᓯᐠ
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ & ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᐣᒋᓇᐁᐧᓯ ᑲᑭ ᐃᐡᑲᐧᐱᒪᑎᓯᓂᐨ 
ᐊᑎᑯᓴᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᑲᔭᐡ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᒧᓯᐢ ᒪᐊᐧᑭᓯᐠ. 75 ᐁᑭ ᑕᓱᐱᐳᐃᐧᓀᐨ.

ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭ ᑲᑭᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ ᑭᔐᐊᐧᑌᓂᒪᐨ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ, ᒪᐊᐧᑭᓯᐠ ᒥᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄ 
ᑲᑭ ᐊᔭᒥᒋᑫᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭ ᑭᑭᓄᐡᑲᒪᑫᐨ ᐃᒪ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ, ᐃᑭᑐ ᑌᓫᒪ ᒪᐧᕑᐃᐢ ᐁᑭᐁᐧ 
ᒥᑲᐃᐧᐨ, ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ, ᐁᑭ ᑭᑫᓂᒪᐨ ᒪᐊᐧᑭᓯᑯᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 20 ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧᐣ.

“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᒥᐣᒋᓇᐁᐧᐡ ᑲᑭ ᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᔭᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ. “ᒧᓯᐡ ᒥᐡᑕᐦᐃ ᑭᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ. ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᐱᑯ ᐁᑭᔑ ᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐨ, ᑲᐃᐧ ᐃᑯ ᐁᑕ ᐁᑭ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᓇᑲᓂᔭᐣᐠ ᑲᔦ ᐱᑯ ᐁᑭ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐃᐧᐡᑲᒪᑫᐨ. ᓂᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᑎᑯᓴᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᒪᒥᑎᓀᓂᒪᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᔦ ᑌᑎᐸᐦᐃ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᔭᑭᐣ ᑕᐱᓇᑲ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᐁᑭ ᑭᑫᓂᒪᐨ; ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᒥᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᐊᐧᑲᐧ, ᐅᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᒋ ᑭᑎᒪᑭᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭ ᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ. 
ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᑐᑭᐡᑲᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐠ, ᐃᒪ ᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᔑ 
ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐨ.”

ᒪᐊᐧᑭᓯᐠ ᑭᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ, ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐃᐧᐡᑲᒪᑫᐨ. 1997 
ᑭᒪᑕᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐁᑭ ᒪᒥᓄᒪᒋᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ 2000. ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 2006, 
ᑭᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭ ᐅᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ. 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐅᑭ ᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭ ᑭᐁᐧ ᐃᓇᓄᑭᐨ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᐅᒪᒥᓄᒧᐁᐧ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
2009-2011. ᐁᑲᐧ ᐅᒋ ᒪᒋ 2017, ᐅᑭ ᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᐡᑲᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐃᒪ ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐃᐧ 
ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

ᒪᐧᕑᐃᐢ ᑲᔦ ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᐊᐧᑭᓯᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑭᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᑕᐱᓇᑲ ᒧᔕᐠ  ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑭᔑ 
ᐅᑕᐱᓇᐨ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ. 

“ᒧᔕᐠ ᐅᑭ ᐊᔭᐣ ᑲᑭᑕᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑫᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᒪ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ. ᐁᑭ ᑐᑲᓂᐃᐧᐨ 

• ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐣ 
2SLGBTQ+ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᐣ, 
ᐃᔑᓇᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ 
ᒥᓄᔭᐨ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᐡ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ

• ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᐱᒪᑕᐦᐁᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᑌ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ
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Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin 
is the Tikinagan service 
model. In Ojibway/Oji-Cree, 
Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin 
means, “Everyone working 
together to raise our 
children.” It is a system of 
protecting and caring for 
children and supporting 
families that has been 
designed and is delivered 
by First Nations people.

Our Model

The Creator entrusted First 
Nations with the sacred 
responsibility of protecting 
our children and developing 
strong families and healthy 
communities. The Chiefs 
created Tikinagan to 
support and strengthen our 
children, our families, and 
our communities. The future 
of our communities is our 
children.

Our Vision

Mamow 
Obiki-ahwahsoowin

Newsletter
Everyone working together to raise our children

ᑲᑭᓇ ᐁᒪᒪᐤ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᐁᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ

Remembering Moses Mawakeesick
Tikinagan & Child Family Services mourns with Deer Lake First 
Nation the passing of former Chief Moses Mawakeesick. He was 
75.

Known as a wise and caring man to many, Mawakeesick is 
remembered for his prayers for and guidance of Tikinagan, 
reflected Thelma Morris, Tikinagan Executive Director, who knew 
Mawakeesick for more than 20 years.

“I am very sadden by our loss,” she said. “Moses has been a 
big part of Tikinagan. He contributed in every way, not only as 
a staff person but Board Member and Elder. I am sending my 
condolences to Deer Lake and the surrounding communities 
because he knew a lot of people; and most of all, his family for 
their tremendous loss. He impacted lots of people, both in his 
personal life and work life.”

Mawakeesick served with Tikinagan as an employee, Board 
Member, and Elder. He began his career with Tikinagan in 1997 as 
a Family Counsellor until 2000. In 2006, he joined the Tikinagan 
Board as Keewaytinook Okimakanak’s representative. He resigned 
when he returned as Family Service Worker from 2009-2011. And 
since 2017, he guided the agency on the Elder’s Council.

Morris added that Mawakeesick was easy to work with because 
he was always accepting of people. 

•	 Remembering Moses 
Mawakeesick

•	 Tikinagan Backs 
2SLGBTQ+ Community, 
Conversion Therapy Bill

•	 Lil’ Bands Video for the 
North

•	 Upcoming Events



ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᑐᑲᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᓂᓇᐣᑕᐁᐧᓂᒪᒥᐣ ᑲᑭᔐᐊᐧᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧ ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ 
ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᒋᐸᒥᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ. ᓂᓇᓇᐣᑕᐊᐧᐸᒪᒥᐣ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ, ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ 
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᐣᐠ.

ᑲᓯᑲᐧᐠ 2022 ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ
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ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐃᔑ ᓇᓇᐣᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᐣᑕᐣ ᐃᒪ ᒪᒪᐣᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ 
ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓇᒪᐣᐠ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ

ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᒪᔭᑦ ᐱᑯ ᑫᑯᓂᓂ ᐁᑭᔑ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᑫᐃᓯᓭᓂᓂᐠ ᑫᑭᔑ 
ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑭ ᐅᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐃᓂᑕᑲᐧᒥᑐᐨ 
ᐅᑎᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᔑ ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐁᑭ ᑌᐯᐧᐃᐧᓄᐊᐧᓂᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᐁᑭ ᐅᒋ ᒪᒋᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᐁᑭ ᐅᒋ 
ᓀᐡᑕᐁᐧᐣᑕᒥᐦᐊᐨ. ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᑭ ᐃᓇᑎᓯᐨ ᑲᑭᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᒧᔕᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᐁᑭ ᓇᒋᐸᐦᐃᐊᐧᓂᑯᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ 
ᐅᑕᐱᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑲᑭᑕᐁᐧᔦᐣᑕᒧᐃᐧᐣ.”

ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐣ 2SLGBTQ+ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᐣ, 
ᐃᔑᓇᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ ᒥᓄᔭᐨ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᐡ 
ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᐁᐧ ᐃᓫᐊ ᒥᑭᐡ, ᐅᐁᐧ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᐸᑯᐡᑭᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐃᔑᓇᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ ᒥᓄᔭᐨ ᐅᐱᒪᑎᐡ ᐱᑯ ᑲᑭᓇ 
ᐯᒪᑎᓯᐨ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐁᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑭᑎᒪᑫᐣᑕᐠ.
ᐊᐧᐊᐧᑲᐱᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐅᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑕᑯᓯᐨ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑐᐣᒋ ᓴᑭᓂᑯᐣ 
2SLGBTQ+ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᐣ. ᑲᑭ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔑᐨ ᑎᔭ ᑲᑭ ᐃᔑᓂᑲᓱᓂᐨ 

(ᐊᐣᕑᐅ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑭ ᐃᔑᓂᑲᓯᓂᐨ) ᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧᐱᒪᑎᓯᐸᓂᐣ ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 
6, 2020. ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔕᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒪᒋ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐣ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᒋ 
ᐅᑎᔑᓇᑯᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᐃᐧᓴᑲᐦᐅᑯᐣ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᑲᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ, 
ᑲᐅᑕᐱᓇᑲᓄᐨ ᒥᓇ ᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᓂᓂᒐᓂᐡ ᑕᑭ ᑭᒋ 
ᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᐸᐣ”, ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑭᐡ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐅᒋ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ Bill 
C-4, ᑲᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᐱᑎᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᔑ ᐊᐧᓂᑐᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᒋ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐨ ᐅᐃᐧᔭ ᒋᒥᓄᔭᐨ ᐃᒪ ᑲᔓᓀᐣᑕᐠ 
ᐅᑎᔑᓇᑯᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᒪ ᑲᓇᑕ, ᐃᒪ ᓂᐊᐧᔦᐠ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐱᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᐃᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ.

ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᓇᓄᑭᐨ ᓇᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᓱᐡᑲᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐅᒋ ᓂᑲᓂ 
ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, 
ᒥᑭᐡ ᐅᑭ ᐅᑕᐱᓇᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧ 2SLGBTQ+ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ. 
ᓂᐢᐃᑦ ᐅᑕᐡ, ᐅᑭ ᓇᓂᐦᑌᐣᑕᐣ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᓄᑯᑦ ᐅᒥᐣᒋᒥᓇᐣ 
ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᓇᓄᑭᐨ ᐃᒪ 2SLGBT+ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᐣ. ᐃᐁᐧ 
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭ ᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᑯᐨ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᔑ 
ᑭᔐᐊᐧᓄᐣᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭ ᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐨ ᐅᓂᒐᓂᔕᐣ.

“ᑭᑭᒥᓂᑯᒥᐣ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑭᐢ. “ᑲᑭᒋᓀᓂᒪᓇᐣ 
ᑲᑭ ᓇᑲᓂᑯᔭᐠ ᐃᒪ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒪᐠ, ᓴᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᒋᒥᓄᑕᐱᓇᔭᐠ. ᑲᐃᐧᓂᓂᑯ ᐁᑕ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ /ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐡ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑯᓯᐨ, ᐱᑯ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑯᓯᐨ ᐃᒪ 2SLGBTQ+. 
ᐊᑎ ᐸᑭᓇᐣ ᑭᑌᐦᐃᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ ᒋᑲᑫᐧ ᑭᑫᓂᒪᔦᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ. ᓂᐣ ᑕᐡᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑭ ᐯᔓᐣᒋᐦᐊ.”

ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑲᓄᐨ ᐅᐃᐧᔭ ᐅᑎᔑᓇᑯᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᒥᓄᔭᒪᑲᓂᐠ 
ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐁᐃᐧ ᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᑐᑲᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᐃᐁᐧ 
ᑲᐃᓇᑲᓀᓯᐨ ᑫᒋᐊᐧᐠ, ᐊᒐᑯᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᒪᒥᑎᓀᐣᒋᑲᓂᐃᐧ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᒪᒥᓄᒧᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑎᓇᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᓀᑫ ᒋᔑ ᐃᐧᑐᑲᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ. ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᔦ ᐃᔑ ᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄ 
ᒋᑭᐱᑎᓂᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑯᓯᐨ ᑲᐃᓀᑕᐠ ᐅᒥᓴᐁᐧᐣᑕᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᓀᑫ. ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑭᑲᑫᐧ ᑭᐱᑎᓂᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐁᑭ ᐃᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᓇᐱᐨ ᐁᑲ ᐁᒥᓇᐧᔑᐠ 

https://www.tikinagan.org/our-services/foster-parenting/


FOSTER CONNECTION
We need caring Indigenous Foster Homes and 
Foster Parents in the Thunder Bay district to 
care for children. We are looking for people 
who support Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin, 
the Tikinagan service model.
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“He always had valuable wisdom to share with 
agency. He was the type of person that said 
what needed to be said and did it in a respectful 
manner. They way he said it was truthful and 
respectful and never offended anyone. He had 
the personality that people gravitated towards, 
and people sought out his advice and welcomed 
his wisdom.”

Tikinagan Backs 2SLGBTQ+ Community, 
Conversion Therapy Bill
For Illa Meekis, the new legislation to ban the 
practice of conversion therapy for all ages 
across Canada, is bittersweet.
The Wawakapewin band member has a deep 
connection to 2SLGBTQ+ community. Her late 

child Tia (also known as Andrew) passed on June 
6, 2020. Her child experienced discrimination 
against their gender identity.

“This hurts deeply, but with more education, 
acceptance and love, my child would be so 
happy, said Meekis of Federal Bill C-4, which 
proposes to eliminate the harmful practice of 
conversion therapy in Canada, through four 
new Criminal Code offences.

As a Prevention Support Supervisor at Tikinagan 
Child and Family Services, Meekis joined the 
agency’s 2SLGBTQ+ Committee. At first, she 
was reluctant, but now embraces her story and 
her role for the 2SLGBT+ community. A huge 
part has been the support of the Tikinagan 
family for their support and kindness during her 
loss.

“Our children are given to us as gifts,” said 
Meekis. “We must honour their presence by 
again supporting, loving and acceptance. Not 
just children/youth who identify as, but everyone 
who identifies as 2SLGBTQ+. Open your hearts 
and get to know the person. Mine was my best 
friend.”

Conversion therapy is the practice of attempting 
to change an individual’s sexual orientation 
using physical, spiritual, and psychological 
interventions, often using counselling and 
behavioural modification. It also seeks to repress 
an individual’s non-heterosexual attraction. 
These efforts are widely discredited as an 
ineffective and potentially harmful practice 
aimed at trying to change an individual’s sexual 

https://www.tikinagan.org/our-services/foster-parenting/


ᑲᓯᑲᐧᐠ 2022 ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ

ᐸᑭᑭᓂᑲᐣ 5

ᐅᐁᐧ ᐃᔑᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᑲᑲᑫᐧ ᐊᐣᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐨ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑯᓯᐨ 
ᑲᐃᓀᐣᑕᐠ. ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ, ᑲᓇᑕ ᐅᑕᔭᒥᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᓂᒪᐣ 
ᑭᓇᑯᒧᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᐧᐸᐨ ᒋᑭ ᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ.
“ᓂᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐊᐧᒥᐣ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐧᐃᐣ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᒋ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᒋᐅᒋ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ, ᐊᔑᐨ ᑲᔦ 
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ ᐃᓫᐊ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᕑᐁᒍᓫ ᑎᓂ, ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑲᐅᒋ 
ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᐨ ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ 2SLGBTQ+ ᐅᑕᐱᐁᒪᑫ. 
“ᐅᐁᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᒋᑭᐸᑯᐡᑲᑯᔭᐠ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ 
ᒋᐸᓯᒋᐡᑭᑲᑌᑭᐣ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᒋᑭᐱᑎᓂᑫᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐱᑯ ᐊᓀᔑᓇᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᑎᓇᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒋᔑ ᒥᓄᑕᐱᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᓂᐣ ᐃᓀᑫ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐃᓇᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᔑ ᒥᓄᑕᐱᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ.”

ᐊᓇᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᐅᑕᓇᐣᐠ ᐊᓇᑭ ᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᒪ ᓀᑫ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐣ ᐁᐧᐢᑲᐨ ᑲᑭᐱᔑ 
ᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ, ᒥᑭᐡ ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᔭᔕ ᓄᑯᑦ ᐁᐃᓯᓭᐠ 
ᒋᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᑫᔑ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ, ᒋᑕᑯᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ 
ᐱᑯ ᒋᔑ ᑭᔐᐊᐧᓄᐣᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ.

ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᐁᐣᑕᓱ ᐸᐯᔑᑯᐨ ᐅᑕᔭᓇᐊᐧ ᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᒋᔑ ᒪᒋᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ. ᒥᔭᔕ ᐁᐃᓯᓭᐠ ᒋᒥᓄᑕᐱᓇᔭᐠ, 
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐊᐧᔭᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑲᑭᓇ ᒋᓴᑭᐦᐃᑎᔭᐠ. ᓂᐸᑯᓭᐣᑕᐣ 
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐅᓇᑕᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ 
ᓇᐣᑕ ᑫᔑ ᒪᒋᓭᓂᐨ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 2SLGBTQ+ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᐣ.

ᐅᐁᐧ ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐣᐟ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓄᔭᐃᐧ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧ 
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᑎᔑ ᐸᑯᓭᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐱᑯ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ 
ᒋᒥᓄᑕᐱᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐊᔑᑎᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᑲᔑ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐯᒪᑎᓯᓂᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒋᐅᓇᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᔑ ᒥᓄᓭᓂᐨ ᐱᑯ ᐊᐁᐧᓀᓇᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ 
ᒋᐸᑲᓇᑭᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᒥᓴᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓀᔑᓇᑯᓯᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐁᔦᓇᑲᓀᓯᐨ.
ᐃᐁᐧ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ 2SLGBTQ+ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᔑ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐃᒪ ᒪᒪᐣᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ 2SLGBTQ+@tikinagan.org.

ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᐱᒪᑕᐦᐁᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᑌ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ
ᐊᔕ ᐳᓂ ᐱᐦᐅᓇᓂᐊᐧᐣ! ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᐱᒪᑕᐁᐦᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᒪᐃᐧᓀᐦᐅᑎᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ & 
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ, ᐅᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ– ᐊᒋᓇ ᐁᒪᓯᓇᑌᓭᐠ ᐃᒪ ᔪᑐᑊ ᑲᐃᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒪᒪᐣᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ 
ᑲᑭ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ, ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐅᒪ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᓀᐣᑲᐱᐦᐊᓄᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ. ᒥᑫᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᓇ ᑲᑭ ᐊᐧᒋᑕᐧᔦᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭ ᐸᑭᑎᓇᒣᐠ ᑭᒪᓯᓇᑭᓯᑲᓂᐊᐧ!
ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᐱᒪᑯᐁᐧᐸᐦᐃᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᒪᐃᐧᓀᐦᐅᑎᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᐅᒋ 
ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ & ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᔦ ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ, ᐅᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᑭᓯᑲᐣ ᐃᒪ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ– ᐊᒋᓇ 
ᑲᒪᓯᓇᑌᓭᐠ ᔪᑐᑊ ᑲᐃᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒪᒪᐣᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ ᑲᑭ ᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ, ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᓀᐣᑲᐱᐦᐊᓄᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ.

ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᑲᐱᒪᑕᐦᐁᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᐊᐣᑐᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᒋᒪᓯᓇᑌᔑᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧ ᐸᐣᑭ ᑲᑭ ᐅᐣᒋ 
ᐊᐧᐅᑕᐱᓂᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᒋᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᑫᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ 
ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᓂᐠ. ᐊᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᐯᔑᑲᐧᔦᐠ ᑫᑭ ᑐᑕᒪᑭᐸᐣ ᒋᒪᒪᐤ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᔭᐠ ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ ᔕᔑᐣᑭᒪᔭᐠ 
ᒋᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᐦᐃᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓀᔓ ᑲᐡᑭᐦᐅᐃᐧᓄᐊᐧᐨ.

ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᐱᒪᑕᐦᐁᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᒪᐃᐧᓀᐦᐅᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᓂᐦᑕ 
ᒣᑕᐊᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑭᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ. ᒥᔑᐣ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ, 
ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧ ᐁᐃᓇᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐡᑕᐣᑎᓀ ᐅᒥᓂᑲᐧᑲᐣ ᒪᐃᐧᓀᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ. 
ᒥᔑᓄᑭᓯᐡ ᐅᒪᒥᑎᓀᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᐃᐧ ᐱᒪᑯᐁᐧᐸᐦᐃᑫᐊᐧᐨ. 
ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑕᐡ ᐅᒪᒪᐊᐧᓄᑲᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᑲᑫᐧ ᔓᓂᔭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑭᒍᐱᒪᑕᐦᐁᐃᐧᓂᓂᒧᐊᐧᐣ. ᔕᑯᐨ 
ᑕᐡ, ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐱᒥᐡᑲᒪᑲᐠ ᑭᒋᐊᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᒪᓇᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᑭᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ, ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐱᒪᑯᐁᐧᐸᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᓇᒪ 
ᐅᐳᓂᑐᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᔕ ᓂᔓᐊᐦᑭ. ᑲᐃᐧᓂᓂᑯ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒋᐃᑭᑐᔭᐣᐠ ᐁᑲ 
ᑭᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᒋᑭ ᓇᑭᐡᑲᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓂᓂ ᒋᒪᒪᐃᐧᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ. ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᐯᔑᑯᐱᒧᑯᓇᑲ ᑲᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᐦᑯ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑕᑲᐧᑭᓯᐨ ᐱᓯᑦ (ᑲᔦ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᒥᑭᓯᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐃᐧ ᐅᐱᒪᑕᐦᐁᐠ ᑲᒪᐃᐧᓀᐦᐅᑎᐊᐧᐨ) ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ 
ᐯᔑᐠ ᐃᔑᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐅᒋ ᒪᒪᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᐣ. 

Illa Meekis and her late child Tia

mailto:2SLGBTQ%2B%40tikinagan.org?subject=
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orientation or gender identity. In November, 
Canada’s Senate unanimously agreed to fast 
track the bill.

“We support the government and the bill for 
the sake and safety of our children, as well for 
families like Illa,” said Rachel Tinney, Tikinagan 
Associate Executive Director and 2SLGBTQ+ 
Committee member. “This means there should 
be no barriers, no hurdles, no obstacles for our 
children to feel accepted for who they are and 
want to be.”

Although previous attempts at conversion 
of Indigenous peoples have been attempted 
through efforts like residential schools, Meekis 
said now is the time to create safe spaces, 
inclusivity and acceptance of all.

Every person should have the right to feel safe 
in their community. We need to learn accept, 
support and overall love one another. I hope to 
see other organizations and businesses creating 
a safe place for our 2SLGBTQ+ community.

As an Indigenous child well-being agency, 
Tikinagan strives to be a diverse and inclusive 
organization that supports equality and 
is committed to fostering a supportive 
environment for all, does not discriminate by 
sexual identity or gender expression.

The Tikinagan 2SLGBTQ+ Committee can be 
reached by e-mail at 2SLGBTQ+@tikinagan.org.

Lil’ Bands Video for the North
The wait is over! The Lil’ Bands Hockey 
Tournament, in partnership with Tikinagan 
Child & Family Services and the Sioux Lookout 
First Nations Health Authority, is excited to 
present Video For The North – a short YouTube 
compilation video filmed by our First Nations 
youth, children and families in Northwestern 
Ontario. Thank you to everyone who participated 
and submitted clips!

The Lil’ Bands Hockey Tournament, in partnership 
with Tikinagan Child & Family Services and the 
Sioux Lookout First Nations Health Authority, 
is excited to present this Video For The North 
– a short YouTube compilation video filmed by 
our First Nations youth, children and families in 
Northwestern Ontario.

Young hockey players were invited to film and 
submit short video clips that was edited into 
a full YouTube compilation video. This is one 
way we can all work together to help raise our 
children by encouraging them to showcase their 
amazing talents.

The Lil’ Bands Tournament is one of the most 
popular events for our communities. For many 
of our children and youth, it becomes their 
Stanley Cup playoffs. They dream about it 
for months and months. Communities work 
together to fundraise and support their hockey 
all-stars. Unfortunately, due to the impact of 
the pandemic and out of the safety for our 
communities, the tournament organizers have 
postponed the tournament for the second 
consecutive year. 

Illa Meekis and her late child Tia



Be in the know!

For more information, career opportunities, or to become a Foster Parent, visit tikinagan.org. 
Follow us on Facebook @Tikinagan, Instagram @Tikinagancfs and on Youtube.

ᑲᓯᑲᐧᐠ 2022 ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ

ᐸᑭᑭᓂᑲᐣ 7

ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑫᐊᓂᔑᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ | ᑲᑭᒋᓀᐣᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᑭᔑᑲᐊᐧᐣ

ᒥᑭᓯᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ – ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐠ ᑲᓇᓇᑯᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐱᓯᑦ. 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᒥᑭᓯᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐃᐧᓇᓇᑯᒧᒋᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᑕᒪᑫᐠ ᐱᓯᑦ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 
ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ 370 ᐅᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐊᐧᓱᐠ ᐃᒪ 30 ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑕᐃᐧᓀᓯᐠ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ 
ᓀᐣᑲᐱᐦᐊᑲᓄᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ. 

ᐅᑎᓇᐁᐧᒪᑲᓂᒪᐠ ᐁᐅᒋ ᓇᑭᐡᑲᑎᐊᐧᐨ, ᑯᑯᒪᐠ ᐁᔕᑯᐁᐧᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᓇᓇᑯᒧᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐱᒪᑕᐦᐁᐃᐧᓂᓂᒥᐊᐧᐣ 
ᑲᐸᑭᓇᑫᓂᐨ, ᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᐣ ᑕᓇᑲᐧᐣ ᑲᔓᑲᐡᑭᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ 

ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ.
ᑭᓇᓇᑯᒥᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᓇ ᑲᑭ ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᔦᐠ!

ᐅᒪ ᒪᑯᓇᐣ ᒋᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᒪᐣ ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᐣ

https://www.facebook.com/Tikinagan
https://www.instagram.com/tikinagancfs/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI4Ms2UxT-xKGbf1rFn9DFw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyG82zmW3uI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyG82zmW3uI&t=3s
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For more information, career opportunities, or to become a Foster Parent, visit tikinagan.org. 
Follow us on Facebook @Tikinagan, Instagram @Tikinagancfs and on Youtube.
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Tikinagan Events | Important Dates

March – Foster Parent Appreciation Month
This March Tikinagan is celebrating Foster Parent Appreciation 
Month and the commitment of our more than 370 foster parents 
across 30 First Nations and urban areas in Northwestern 
Ontario. 

But this doesn’t mean our communities can’t 
unite in a common bond over sport. This week-
long event in February (and also in March 
with the All Bands Tournament) is an event 
that brings our First Nations together. Cousins 
reunite, kookums cheer for their grandkids, and 

communities celebrate their success. This video 
highlights the skills and faces of our children and 
youth. Thank you to all participants!

To see the video, click here or go to Tikinagan.
org

https://www.facebook.com/Tikinagan
https://www.instagram.com/tikinagancfs/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI4Ms2UxT-xKGbf1rFn9DFw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyG82zmW3uI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyG82zmW3uI

